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Kayak man congratulates politicians
Water engineer and rivers advocate, Steve Posselt paused in his one man attack by kayak on Melbourne today to congratulate the Greens and conservative politicians for denying the Victorian government adjustments to bulk water entitlements.
“Conservationists and conservatives understand the value of the land and a sustainable approach that resists the temptation to steal from future generations,” Posselt said.
Posselt is driven by the parlous state of the Murray Darling Basin to mount an expedition in a wheeled kayak from Echuca to Melbourne, paddling up the Goulburn River, walking over the Great Divide and paddling down the Yarra. 
“I just hope the people of Melbourne understand the importance of keeping as much water in the Murray Darling basin as possible,” he said.

In his recent book, Cry Me a River, Posselt writes that exploring the Murray Darling basin by foot and paddle taught him to rethink what a river system is. 

“Engineers manage water using drainage calculations. Even farmers and environmentalists focus on the amount of water in the actual river channel, what I have come to understand is that the river will die unless the wetlands that support it are protected.”

He will address well-wishers and supporters at Federation Wharf in Melbourne on Sunday 16th August at 1pm.

“We all have a lot to learn,” he said. “The way we use water and treat our rivers is despicable. If we don’t learn from our mistakes the rivers will die and so will our cities.”
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Further details are available from Giovanni Ebono on 0402 779 375 or 0438 138 982

IMAGES

Print quality images are available from www.kayak4earth.com/media.html 

Broadcast quality audio and video is available through media liaison officer Giovanni Ebono 0402 779 375

BACKGROUND

Posselt is single-handedly paddling or dragging his kayak from Echuca to Melbourne at the incredible rate of 35 kilometres a day.

“It is a grueling pace,” he told radio journalists by telephone from the river, “but I feel compelled to do something to get the message through. The river has no options.”

In 2007 Posselt paddled the Murray Darling and was shocked to find that Australia’s once great river system no longer reaches the sea.

“This government plans to take 75 billion litres of water each year, out of a river system that is dying from the mouth up. The water simply is not there,” he said.

The government claims that the extra water can be saved through water efficiency. Posselt has been a water engineer all his life. 

“You cannot pump 75 billion litres of water out of a basin and claim that you have ‘saved’ water,” he said.

Farmers are angry because they believe that water officials know that the savings are imaginary but will support anything that sees government investment in water infrastructure.

